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A Message from Our President
September, 2006 Newsletter

Dear Ahavath Israel Members and Friends:

Since our founding in 1909, the doors of Ahavath Israel have been open wide to every-
one regardless of ability to pay. Through your support, we can continue providing a
shul where all are welcome and can connect to their Jewish roots. Our shul is truly
“Hamish”, and you can easily know all your fellow members. Our High Holiday seats
are priced the same as they were twenty years ago, and no one is turned away.

Our building is paid for except for a small loan that was used to repair our main roof
about five years ago. We rely on our Membership Dues, pledges, donations and bingo,
which enables us to continue to offer the religious, educational, and cultural

events for you.

For those of you who attended last year’s High Holiday services, | received over-
whelmingly positive comments about our new High Holiday prayer book (Mahzor Ha-
dash, “The New Mahzor”) which has modern English translations, additional readings,
poetry, transliteration, and gender neutrality.

We do not assign seats, feel free to come early, meet your fellow members and Rabbi
Daniel Aronson, who will once again be leading services. Special Rosh Hashanah
foods will be served after services in our social hall.

Have a sweet New Year and may you be inscribed in the
book of life.

Len Epstein, President
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Upcoming Events...

Reminders:

You are always needed and welcome
for Services to help make a Minyan.
Bring a friend.

BINGO needs your help. Call to
volunteer.

Donations needed for the Kosher Food
Pantry. Drop off in lobby.

Your Marrazzo's Receipts are still
needed. Drop off in lobby or mail slot.

%E High Holiday Tickets

May you be inscribed for a Holidays, they are available for $75 per adult.

Sweet New Year.

U'Shanah Tovah

Members of Ahavath Israel will receive their tickets for the High Holidays in a separate
mailing later this week. If you should need additional tickets for family members for the High
The requested donation for tickets for non-
members is $150 per adult. Tickets include both days of Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur and all
intermediary services. For non-members thinking of joining Ahavath, ticket donations are appli-
cable toward membership dues. College students are admitted without charge with a current col-
lege ID. For additional tickets, please call the office at (609) 882-3092.




A High Holiday Message from Rabbi Aronson
A
It Should be a Good Year... Knock on Wood! E)ﬁ’

Elul 5766/Tishrei 5767

Life is precarious. What we have and enjoy one minute — good health, family, material well-being — can easily
disappear the next. Because we know this truth, many Jews adhere to certain superstitions passed down for
generations that seek to fool the forces that cause evil to befall us. For example, we often will talk about what
makes us most happy and proud and then without taking a breath utter “Kayn a-hora!,” which means “May we
be protected from the evil eye (lest we jinx our good fortune)” and then quickly find some wood to rap our
knuckles on.

It is not only in our superstitions that we take note of the delicate balance of abundance and famine, life and
death; our liturgy, too, exhorts us to take note, especially around the High Holy Days. As we imagine our-
selves standing before the Judge of Judges during the Days of Awe, we tremble in fear of being written out of
the Book of Life in the upcoming year. We ask “Who shall live and who shall die?”” knowing full well that the
answer remains a mystery.

It is because we live in this state of not knowing what the future will bring that we recite Psalm 27 twice a day
from the beginning of the month of Elul, which precedes Rosh Hashana, until Sukkot. In Psalm 27 the psalm-
ist begins by proclaiming, “The Lord is my light and my help. Whom shall | fear?” and then continues to af-
firm his unwavering faith that no matter what happens, G-d will be there for him, protecting him and helping
him defeat his enemies.

But the psalmist’s tune changes in the second half of the psalm. “O Lord, hear my voice when | call... Hide
not from me, reject not Your servant.” Now, the psalmist is sufficiently unsure that G-d will always be there
that he prays for G-d to stand by him in times of need.

How curious! If the psalmist is so confident that G-d will always be by his side, why the need to beseech G-d
not to abandon him? Why not take G-d’s protecting presence as a given? Apparently, the psalmist really isn’t
so sure that when danger threatens, G-d will always be there to help him prevail!

Thus is the paradox of the Days of Awe: We proclaim our faith in the King of Kings, our father and protector,
yet we know that life throws us curve balls, that ill fortune befalls us despite our faith. In times of uncertainty
or despair, we reach beyond ourselves and search for the Divine Presence that will pull us through. Often the
Presence is there. Many times, however, it seems to elude us.

How can the psalmist live with both certainties: the certainty of G-d’s presence and the certainty that some-
times it feels that G-d isn’t at all present? He answers his own question — and thereby provides us with solace
— “One thing I ask of the Lord, for this | yearn: to dwell in the House of the Lord all the days of my life....”
The psalmist owns up to the fact that for him to feel safe all his days, it’s not that G-d must always be with
him, but that he must always be with G-d. He must “behold G-d’s beauty, pray in G-d’s sanctuary.”

(Rabbi’s Message—Continued on page 3)
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(Rabbi’s Message—Continued from page 2)

A Chassidic master taught, “G-d dwells where you let G-d in.” Even in times of uncertainty and despair,
even when bad things happen to us, we can deal with our tzurris, our heartache, if not overcome our cir-
cumstances entirely, by clinging to the reality of G-d’s loving presence in our lives, however we feel that
presence. The objective reality may not change, but the knowledge of G-d’s presence brings peace and the
ability to get through even the worst of times.

I look forward to bringing the New Year in with the Ahavath Israel community, knock on wood, as to-
gether we seek “to dwell in the House of the Lord” all the days of our lives.

My wife Beth, son Jacob, and | wish you “Shana tova u-metuka! A good and sweet year!”

Blessings,
Rabbi Daniel Aronson
High Holy Day Rabbi, Ahavath Israel, Ewing, NJ

EU" traisers

Feeding the Hungry: “Mazon” and the Food Pantry Special Bingo Night—
Thursday, Sept. 21—

Guaranteed $1000 pay-
out in prizes!! Bingo

“Mazon” offers a means of making a monetary donation to help feed the

hungry. Through its program called “The Corners of Our Fields,” they chan- continues to be our most
nel donations to where they are needed, both on a local and non-local level. consistent fundraiser.
The program’s name comes from the fact that farmers would harvest only the | \1arrazzo’s Receipts
main parts of their fields, leaving the corners to be harvested by the needy. Program—We still need
Envelopes for Mazon donations will be available in the lobby. your Marrazzo’s re-
Food donations are also still being accepted for the Kosher Food Pantry. ceipts! No older than
If you are unable to donate nonperishable food items, please request donation the past 5 months. Cir-
coupons and make a monetary contribution. The food bank always needs our cle the “subtotal” on

each. Drop off in the

help. All items marked as Kosher will be donated to the Kosher Food Bank. "
lobby or mail slot.

If any non-kosher items are donated they will go to the Ewing Food Pantry,

so nothing will be wasted. Please help! « Avon — Watch for in-
formation on our next

“Avon” products sale.
“Mitzvah Morning” Planned; Sponsors needed for “Break-the-Fast”

Your help is needed at the beginning and the end of the High Holidays. Before we can _ym,
welcome the New Year, we need to be sure we are “ready for company,” so to speak. If @&,
you can spare some time on Sunday, September 17, we will gladly give you a job to do! (G »"

Jobs to be done include: polishing the silver, dusting/polishing wood in sanctuary, paint-
ing, replacing loose floor tiles, washing windows, changing the paroches and mantels
(drapes and Torah covers), putting out the High Holiday prayerbooks, and more. A special project in-
volves laying pavers in the Sukkah courtyard area. Please call if you can spare some time.

Your help is also needed at the end of the holidays for the “Break the Fast” which we traditionally
hold at the end of Yom Kippur. Sponsors are still needed, as well as people to help prepare, set up, and
clean up. The “Break the Fast” is open to everyone participating in High Holiday services. You do not
need to be a sponsor to attend.
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Mazel Tov to:
e Rabbi Daniel Aronson and his family on the Bar Mitzvah of his son Jacob Doron Aronson;
e The Balcher and Algazi families on the Bar Mitzvah of Alex Algazi Balcher.

e Thankyou to:

e Rick and Mary Lou Byer for their work in repainting the Ladies’ and Men’s Bathrooms, for replanting the front gardens, and for
the repair of our curbside sign;

e  Members of the Board of Trustees for all of their hard work;

e BINGO volunteers, for their dedication and work in this ongoing fundraiser;

e The Balcher family for their donation of a vase and silk flowers for the Bimah, in Honor of their son Alex’s Bar Mitzvah
Donations for July and August

Adoption and Dedication of Sim Shalom prayerbooks:
e Mr. and Mrs. James Michal, in Memory of Samuel Stern

Miscellaneous Donations:
e Frances Laskey

(3 books) . .
Adoption and Dedication of Mahzor Hadash (High Holi- Beth Lavine, in Hf)no'r ?f Len Epstein
day prayerbooks): e Andy and Vouletti Williams
e Dr. and Mrs. Michael Kaufmann (5 books) e Sy Laskey, donation toward repair of Heating/Air Condi-

tioning
e Len Epstein, donation for the re-mulching of the garden
beds by the landscaper

e Rick and Mary Lou Byer, donation of plants for front gar-

Yahrzeit Donations:

e Mr. and Mrs. Seymour Blaustein, in Memory of Aaron
Davids and Ella Blaustein

e Mr. and Mrs. Richard Byer, in Memory of Milton Byer

dens
* Mr.and Mrs'. Sam Friedman Please note: Yizkor Book donations will be included in the
e Amy Stern, in Memory of Samuel Stern November/December newsletter.

e Marcia Stern, in Memory of Samuel Stern

e  Phyllis Stern, in Memory of her father Maxwell Stern and
her grandfathers

YOUR AD COULD APPEAR HERE!

Ahavath Israel’s newsletter, Ahavath Updates, is now accepting ads for up-
coming editions. The newsletter is published every other month, six times
per year. Remaining issues for this year will be published for November- \
December, January-February, March-April, and May-June. If you or anyone
you know is interested in advertising, please complete the form below, attach
your business card or copy-ready ad, and mail with your check made out to
Ahavath Israel Congregation for the correct amount.

Deadline for all copy is Friday, October 20.

¢ G A~
A%

Remember, there are many

Standard Business Card $50 for all four issues ways to memorialize or honor
Quarter Page $75 for all four issues
) our loved ones. Seat Plaques,
Half Page $100 for all four issues y g
Leaves for the Tree of Life,
NAME: Prayer Books, and Memorial
ADDRESS: Plagues are but a few examples.
Call and we will gladly help
PHONE: FAX:
with suggestions.
SIGNATURE: DATE:
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—_SUNDAY

8 Elul 5766 - Tishre 5767
Ahavath Israel Congregation

1130 Lower Ferry Road - Ewing, NJ 08618

September 2006

Phone: (609) 882-3092 Fax: (609) 883-2067 E-mail: ahavath@aol.com

MONDAY

TUESDAY

Website: www.ahavathisrael.org

THURSDAY

_ FRIDAY

|
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|
|
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weekend.
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8:19
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‘Mizvah Morning ‘

13
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First game 7:30 PM
Volunteers and
players needed.
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First game 7:30 PM No services this
Volunteers and weekend.
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18:08

|

|

| ~

| 19 ELUL 21 ELUL 22 ELUL

Saturday, Sept, 16
Community
Selichot Service
8:45 PM
Location TBA

16  23ELUL

FiNicavim - Vayelech
Shabbat Services -9
AM

followed by Kiddush

| shabbat Ends; 7:57 |

29

Services 9:00 AM

serviees end.

Tashlich Service at
Creek around 1230,
Iright after morning |

1§ 1 Yom Tov Ends: 743

|

3 TISHRE,‘2 6
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5 TISHRE
28
BINGO

First game 7:30 PM
Volunteers and
players needed.
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| Board of Trustees BINGO £2Frev Rosh £4Rosh Hashanah -
Meeting First game 7:30 PM |Hashanah Day | [
7:30 PM SPECIAL BINGO |3 43¢ Services 9:00 AM |
| NIGHT! . %
¥ :00 PM I at Ends:
GUARANTEED Services 7:00 PM §£§ 1abbat Ends
$1000 PAYOUT ’
TONIGHT!
' Volunteers and
| players needed,
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Shabbat Services - 9
AM
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Kiddush

£} Shabbat Ends:
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October 2006

9 Tishre 5767 — 9 Cheshvan 5767

Ahavath Israel Congregation
1130 Lower Ferry Road - Ewing, NJ 08618
Phone: (609) 882-3092 Fax: (609) 883-2067 E-mail: ahavath@aol.com
Website: www.ahavathisrael.org

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
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|
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L1Shemini Atzeret

Erev Simchat Torah

Havdallah, beginning at
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Ahavath Israel Congregation

1130 Lower Ferry Road - Ewing, NJ 08618
Phone-609-882-3092 - FAX-609-883-2067

Website: www.ahavathisrael.org E-mail: ahavath@aol.com

Tentative Schedule:

5767 High Holiday Services 2006
Rabbi Daniel Aronson

Selichot — Community Services Saturday, Sept. 16 8:45 PM
Erev Rosh Hashanah Friday, Sept. 22 7:00 PM
Rosh Hashanah, Day 1/Shabbat Saturday, Sept. 23 9:00 AM
Rosh Hashanah, Day 2 Sunday, Sept. 24 9:00 AM
Tashlich Service* Sunday, Sept. 24 ~12:30 PM*
Shabbat Services Saturday, Sept. 30 9:00 AM
Erev Yom Kippur/Kol Nidre Sunday, Oct. 1 6:15 PM
Yom Kippur Monday, Oct. 2 9:00 AM
Yizkor Service Monday, Oct. 2 11:45 AM
Mincha Monday, Oct. 2 5:00 PM
Neilah Service Monday, Oct. 2 6:30 PM
Maariv Monday, Oct. 2 7:15 PM
Break the Fast Monday, Oct. 2 ~7:30 PM
Erev Sukkot/Shabbat Friday, Oct. 6 7:00 PM
(Followed by “Sundaes in the Sukkah™)

Sukkot (first day)/Shabbat Saturday, Oct. 7 9:00 AM

(Kiddush Lunch in the Sukkah will follow Shabbat Services)

Shabbat (Sukkot) Friday, Oct. 13 7:00 PM
Shemini Atzeret (Yizkor)/Shabbat Saturday, Oct. 14 9:00 AM
Erev Simchat Torah Saturday, Oct. 14 7:00 PM
Simchat Torah Sunday, Oct. 15 9:00 AM

*Please note that Tashlich will be held immediately following the morning Musaf service on the second day of
Rosh Hashanabh, since the first day is on Shabbat. (Time noted is approximate.) We will walk to the creek on
Lower Ferry Road, between Terrace Blvd. and Theresa St. for the service. You may bring your own bread to
symbolically cast your sins into the water.

8/31/06
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AHAVATH ISRAEL
CONGREGATION

1130 LOWER FERRY ROAD

EwING, NJ 08618

Phone: 609-882-3092
Fax: 609-883-2067
E-mail: ahavath@aol.com

Website: www.ahavathisrael.org

Tradition - Family - Friends

Executive Board Officers

President
Len Epstein

Vice President
Frances Laskey

Treasurer
Richard Byer

Financial Secretary
Phyllis Stern

Recording Secretary
Mary Lou Byer

Board of Trustees

Bingo Committee
Phyllis Stern

Blood Bank
Sy Laskey

Buildings and Grounds
Robert Pearson

Cemetery Committee
Arnold Applebaum

Education
Mary Lou Byer

Honors and Memorials
Herbert Young

Ritual Committee
Richard Byer

Sukkot to Simchat Torah

Come help us to build and decorate Ahavath Israel’s Sukkah and then join us
for activities celebrating the holiday. Sukkah builders and decorators are invited
to help with Sukkah-building and decorating on the afternoons of Tuesday, Oct.
3, Wednesday, Oct. 4, and Thursday, Oct. 5 from 4:30—7:00 PM. Thank you
again to Bob Pearson for reconstructing the framework of Ahavath’s Sukkah last
year and to Sy Laskey for his assistance. This year’s Sukkah is bound to be even
better than ever! Decorators may help in hanging some of our decorations or may
bring some of their own. We are in need of pumpkins, gourds, cornstalks, flower-
ing plants, any “fall” or “harvest” themed decorations, and solid colored plastic
tablecloths. If you have something to donate, but cannot come to help, please call
and we will arrange a pick-up. On Tuesday, Oct. 3, a group will be going to
Highland Park to pick up lulavim and etrogim for the synagogue’s Sukkah and
for anyone else needing them for their own Sukkot. Please let us know if you
wish to place an order.

The Sukkah will be used for Sukkot services (See schedule for details) and
also for a “Sundaes in the Sukkah” on Erev Sukkot, Friday, Oct. 6 and for a Kid-
dush Lunch on Saturday, October 7, following services.

If your family is building your own Sukkah, please let us know. We will let
you know if we will be “Sukkah Hopping” this year. Stay tuned.

Join us for Erev Simchat Torah and on Simchat Torah itself, to “dance with
the Torahs” and to “Rejoice in the Giving of the Law” (See schedule for details.)
Bring the children and grandchildren to enjoy this tradition. Apples and flags will
be provided.

Upcoming Events at Ahavath Israel . . .

e  Sunday, Sept. 17—Mitzvah Morning—9:30 AM (Bagel Breakfast 9:00 AM)

e  Tuesday, Oct. 3—Thursday, Oct. 5—Sukkah Building and Decorating (Afternoons/Evenings)
e  Saturday, Oct. 7—Lunch in the Sukkah (following Shabbat services)

e  Fall Fundraiser — Sale of “Avon” products (Watch for a separate flyer with details.)

e Fall Mah-Jongg, Cards, and Games (Date to be determined)

e Hanukkah Gift Shop, Latke Party, and other events (December)

Additional positions on the Board
are available and are currently

shared by the Executive Board o Israeli Dancing (Demo and possible classes—Dates to be determined)
Officers. ~ If you are interested in . . . .
Joining the Board, please contact e  Also watch upcoming newsletters and flyers for information on adult education, speakers, and
en Epstein. other programming. Suggestions for future programs and events are always welcome.
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